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by the thousand. None the less, the Cheroke.e
opposition stiffened. The Indian legislative coun-
cil voted that all who accepted lands beyond the
Mississippi and settled on them should forfeit their
tribal membership, that those who sold their in-
dividual property to emigrate should be flogged,
and that those who voted to sell a part or all of the
tribal possessions should be put to death.

One resource remained to be exhausted in
defense of the Indian claims; this was the courts.
But here again things went unfavorably. After
many delays a test case, Cherokee Nation vs. State
of Georgia, was placed upon the docket of the Su-
preme Court. The bill set forth the plaintiff to be
"the Cherokee Nation of Indians, a foreign State,
not owning allegiance to the United States, nor to
any State of this union, nor to any prince, potentate,
or State other than their own," and it asked that
the Court declare null the Georgia Acts of 1828 and
1829 and enjoin the Georgia officials from interfer-
ing with Cherokee lands, mines, and other prop-
erty, or with the persons of Cherokees on account
of anything done by them within the Cherokee
territory. The Indians were represented before
the Court by two attorneys, one of them being
William Wirt; Georgia employed no counsel. The